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Burundi 
Burundi: OXFAM Official Says 100 Tutsis in Kivu 
Region Missing 


AB150522. 96 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 15 May 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program) 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text) There was much concern 
yesterday about the plight of some 800 ethnic Tutsis 
in the north of Zaire’s Lake Kivu region. It is a district 
rife with ethnic conflict between local Hunde people 
and people of Rwandan origin, the BanyaRwanda. All 
made much worse by the influx of Hutu refugees from 
Rwanda in 1994. Yesterday, lan Brown of OXFAM 
called us from Kivu, very worried by reports that the 
Tutsis are being surrounded by Hutu combatants and 
have been left by their protectors, Catholic monks and 
the small detachment of Zairian soldiers. Well, lan 
Brown called us up again this evening and Elizabeth 
Ohene asked him what the latest was: 


[Begin recording] [Brown] We have understood that 700 
of the 800 have safely arrived in Kishanga. There are 
two people of that figure that are injured. Nevertheless, 
that means that there are still 100 people who are unac- 
counted for. According to a team of ICRC [International 
Committee of the Red Cross} and MSF [Medecin Sans 
Frontieres] people who were in the area today, they did 
see dead bodies, but not as many as 100. Therefore, 
we can assume that some people will be in hiding. But 
unfortunately survivors who reached Kishanga are also 
saying that a number of the Tutsis were taken away by 
Hutu combatants, which is also extremely worrying. 


{Ohene] Now, you say that they said they saw bodies. 
Who « w bodies, and whose bodies were seen? 


[Brown] These were Tutsis, these were dead Tutsis who 
were seen by an ICRC team who were accompanied by 
some MSF-Holland people who were in the area this 
afternoon. 


[Ohene] Now, has anybody spoken to these 700 odd 
people who have arrived in safety? Has anybody spoken 
to them? Do they say they were attacked? 


[Brown] Yes, they said that they were attacked both 
when they were still in a mission in Makoto and they 
were attacked when they were on the road making their 
way southward. 


{Ohene] So, we are talking of about 100 people that 
have not been accounted for? 


[Brown] Exactly! 


[Ohene]} Are the Zairian officials saying anything about 
this” 


CENTRAL AFRICA 1 


[Brown] We met with the governor of North Kivu 
this morning and they, of course, are aware of the 
problems are following them as we are. We came to 
the arrangement whereby the Zairian authorities will 
provide armed soldiers in order to accompany a convoy 
of the people who have reached Kishanga so that we can 
evacuate them toward a safe haven somewhere near the 
iown of Rutovu. 


[Ohene] So, you reckon that even in Kishanga they are 
not safe, these 700 people? 


[Brown] They are slightly more secure than in Makoto 
because there is a Zairian armed presence in the 
area, but nevertheless they remain in danger as the 
conflicts happen to intensify and feelings among the 
Hutu combatants, which are also stauoned around 
Kishanga, are heightened. [end recording] 


Burundi: Senior Rwandan Government Official 
Killed in Bujumbura 


AB 1605092596 Paris AFP in English 
0902 GMT 16 May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} BUJUMBURA, May 16 
(AFP) — A senior Rwandan Government employee 
has been killed in the Burundian capital Bujumbura by 
an unknown attacker who managed to flee by taxi, his 
colleagues said Thursday. 


Philippe Rurashitse, an ethnic Hutu who had been raised 
by a Tutsi family, was director-general in charge of 
administration at the Foreign Ministry. He was killed 
around midday Wednesday, his colleagues said. 


After the murder, security forces stopped all taxis in the 
city to question their drivers. No taxis were operating 
in Bujumbura on Thursday. 


Since the outbreak of inter-ethnic violence more than 
two years ago, a number of leading figures, including 
an energy minister, several government officials and top 
business people, have been assassinated in the capital. 
[passage omitted] 


Burundi: Zairian Talks End; Prime Minister 
Responds 

FA1505115896 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 0430 GMT 15 May 96 


FBIS Translated Excerpt] Talks between Burundian 
and Zairian delegations ended yesterday afternoon. The 
talks centered on security issues in Zaire-Burundi rela- 
tions. The talks were also aimed at preparing forthcom- 
ing proceedings between our (wo countries’ prime min- 
isters. | suggest you listen to Mr. Venerand Bakevyu- 
musaya, the Burundian minister of foreign affairs and 
Cooperation: 
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[Begin Bakevyumusaya recording] We exchanged 
views on the issue of security on our common borders 
and on diplomatic and consular relations. We also 
discussed matters related to these issues. We would 
like to express our thanks to our Zairian brothers for 
accepting our invitation for them to visit Zaire. [passage 
omitted) [end recording] 


The Zairian side, for its part, thanked the Burundian 
side for its warm welcome. For the Zairian minister of 
external relations, one incident was cleared up. What is 
it about? Listen to Zairian Foreign Minister Jean-Marie 
Kititwa Kumansi. 


{Begin Kumansi recording] We have just cleared up 
one incident. Since one has referred to incidents, one 
has been solved. Many people believed that we would 
not be able to meet one another, but now they might 
be disillusioned since we not only met one another but 
we also touched on our problems in a cordial manner, 
with a sense of responsibility. And I think, I believe 
that when our prime minister arrives here in Bujumbura 
to see his Burundian counterpart, the same momentum 
will be maintained. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Zairians and Burundians are, of course, bound to live 
together, geographically speaking, but they are not 
doomed to live under a state of permanent conflict. 
Surely the whole thing will be settled by the Burun- 
dian and Zairian prime ministers on 18 May here in 
Bujumbura. 


Rwanda 


Rwanda: Kigali Radio Reports 769 Killed in Attack 
on Zairian Monastery 


AB1605081996 Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 
0515 GMT 16 May 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] People who fled violence to 
a monastery of (Mukoto) in north Kivu [region in 
eastern Zaire] are currently facing a rough situation 
after ex-soldiers [of the former Rwandan regime] and 
Interahamwe militia attacked them at the monastery, 
Carrying guns and traditional weapons. 


Seven hundred and sixty-nine civilians are believed 
to have been massacred during the operation at the 
monastery where they had taken refuge following acts 
of insecurity in the area of (Mukoto). 


According to one (Musamekweri Iidefonce), who ar- 
rived in Gisenyi [northwestern Rwanda] Prefecture af- 
ter surviving the massacre, confirmed that ex-Rwandan 
soldiers and Interahamwe militia attacked the monastery 
on Sunday. When the situation worsened, nuns and fa- 
thers fled the monastery to Gisenyi prefecture with some 
children they managed to escape with. 


FBIS-AFR-96-096 
16 May 1996 


The monastery is said to have been guarded by only 
two Zairian soldiers who could not withstand the big 
number of ex-soldiers and Interahamwe. 


Meanwhile, foreign and local journalists in Gisenyi 
Prefecture have not been allowed to go at the scene 
of the events by Zairian authorities. But reports from 
Gisenyi said that some Zairian Government forces 
yesterday were sent to (Mukoto) to stop the massacres. 


Zaire 


Zaire: Red Cross Reports Tutsis Massacred in Zaire 


AB1505214596 Paris AFP in English 
2022 GMT 15 May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Kinshasa, May 15 (AFP) —- 
At least 10 Rwandan Tutsis have been massacred in 
the eastern Masisi region of Zaire in the past few 
days, the International Committee of the Red Cross said 
Wednesday [15 May], amid fears over the safety of 
scores of others. 


An ICRC team counted at least 10 bodies at a looted 
Trappist monastery in the village of Mokotos. They had 
been either shot or hacked to death. Concern was voiced 
about the safety of some 800 Tutsis near the monastery 
at the hands of Hutus in Zaire backed up by fellow 
Hutus from refugee camps set up in the northern Kivu 
region. 


The ICRC said 600 Tutsis had fled to the nearby village 
of Kitshanga, from where they were due to be evacuated 
Thursday by a Zairian military convoy. Those Tutsis 
said dozens of their fellow tribes people had been seized 
near the monastery and massacred by Hutus. 


Hundreds of thousands of Rwandans, both Tutsis and 
Hutus, fled after bloody ethnic violence in Rwanda in 
1994 in which more than 500,000 Tutsis and mainly 
moderate Hutus were slaughtered by Hutu extremists. 


Aid agencies have repeatedly warned that Hutu extrem- 
ists effectively control many of the refugee camps in 
Zaire through intimidation and violence. 


Zaire: UNHCR Official Interviewed on Killings in 
Masisi Region 


LD1605120796 Paris Radio France International 
in French 0630 GMT 16 May 96 


([FBIS Translated Text] The International Red Cross 
reported fresh violence in the Zairean region of Masisi, 
Close to the refugee camps in Goma. According to the 
Red Cross, at least 12 Tutsi from Rwanda who settled in 
the region of Masisi have been slaughtered over the last 


few days. They were massacred in the towr of Mokotos, 9 
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near a monastery which was plundered. Its occupants 
took refuge in Goma. 


Paul Swomberg is the representative of the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees [UNHCR]: 


[Begin recording} [Stromberg] What we know right now 
is that these people were in that church for several weeks 
under the protection of priests. Apparently, security has 
worsened over the last few days and reportedly led to the 
departure of the priests. There is a [UNHCR] mission on 
the ground together with other relief agencies, as well 
as Officials from the Zairean local governmem. Their 
brief is to establish in what conditions the peo, © live 
and what we can do to help them. 


{Correspondent Gabriel Kahn] Has there been an influx 
of refugees from Zaire to Rwanda lately? 


[Stromberg] Since 27 March, the day when the Rwan- 
dan Government declared these people to be Zairean 
refugees rather than repatriated people, figures have 
been quite stable. So far, we received more than 1,700 
people in May from the regions of Masisi and Rutshuru 
through the border post at Gisenyi. [end recording] 


Zaire: Government To Share Certain Posts Among 
Political Forces 

AB1I505120296 Paris AFP in French 

1009 GMT 15 May 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} Kinshasa, 15 May (AFP) — 
The Zairian Government passed a draft bill yesterday on 
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the redistribution of the posts of governor and deputy 
governor in the country’s 10 provinces, as well as 
the posts of heads of state enterprises. According to 
a communique issued by the cabinet today, the posts 
will be distributed equally between the Political Forces 
of the Conclave [FPC], presidential group, and the 
moderate or radical opposition under the banner of the 
Sacred Union of the Radical Opposition and Allies 
[USORAL]. However, pro-Tshisekedi advocates have 
already denounced this redistribution as “sham” power 
sharing. 


Consultations will be held between the head of state and 
the prime minister on Kinshasa, which has a governor 
and is considered to be the country’s 11th province. 
According to the communique, political groups should 
present their list of candidates to the government before 
18 May. The same goes for the posts of new heads 
of state enterprises and diplomatic missions, which will 
also be distributed between the two political forces. 


Regarding diplomatic posts, those of ambassadors to 
France and the United States have been set aside for 
the FPC, while the USORAL will be given diplomatic 
posts to Brussels, New York, Rome, and London. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination] 
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Ethiopia Diinsoor District in Bay region on 12 May 1996. The 
Ethiopia: MENA on ‘Secret Trial’ of Suspects in spokesman told correspondents that the aim of the attack 
Mubarak Case was to loot public property and to create instability in 


NC1605111696 Cairo MENA in Arabic 
0955 GMT 16 May 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] Addis Ababa, 16 May (MENA) 
— MENA in Addis Ababa today learned that ‘he 
Ethiopian authorities have turned down a rev ‘est from 
the Sudanese embassy in Addis Ababa tu attend, as 
observers, the secret trials of three terrorists that began 
recently. The three terrorists took part in the failed 
attempt to assassinate President Mubarak on 26 June 
last year, near the Addis Ababa Airport. 


Meanwhile, diplomatic sources told MENA that the 
three suspects have given explicit confessions, video- 
taped by the Ethiopian police during invesugations that 
preceded their trial. The confessions were extracted 
from them without pressure, they added. 


The sources said the three suspects admitted that they 
regularly visited Sudan via land routes between Addis 
Ababa and Khartoum during the preparation stage. 


The agency has learned that the three suspects—’ Abd- 
al-Karim al-Nadi, al⸗' Arabi Khalifah, and Safwat Hasan 
*Abd-al-Ghani—have been questioned several times and 
treated well by the Ethiopian authorities, which also 
allowed them to read and write. They speak good 
English and hail from Upper Egypt provinces. 


The agency learned that they also confessed to pre- 
viously visiting Pakistan, Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia, 
Yemen, and Sudan. 


Sources told the agency that at the first hearing in 
the trial, which began secretly two days ago, the court 
members saw the tape on which the confessions were 
recorded. When asked about the way they were treated 
by the security forces, they replied that they were treated 
well and the court responded to some of their requests. 
They told the court that they are guilty because the crime 
occurred on Ethiopian soil. 


During its first session, the court rejected the suspects’ 
request to appoint a Muslim lawyer for each and 
appointed one lawyer for all of them instead. 


Somalia 
Somalia: Twenty-three Said Killed in Aidid Faction 
Attack 
FA1405221196 Mogadishu Voice of the Somali 
Republic in Somali 1700 GMT 14 May 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} A senior officer speaking on 
hehalf of the RRA [Rahanweyn Resistance Army] has 
disclosed that the Aidid bandits launched an attack on 


the areas occupied by the Digil and Mirifle communities. 
The officer said there was bitter fighting, lasting for four 
and a half hours, during which the Aidid bandits lost 
19 men and 31 others were wounded. The RRA lost 
four men and 10 others were wounded. The spokesman 
also disclosed that the bandits looted property from 
the public. He urged the RRA to redouble the struggle 
against the enemy. 


Somalia: Somaliland Disarmament Ceremony in 
Hargeysa Held 3 May 

EA1505210396 Hargeysa Radio Hargeysa Voice of 
the Republic of Somaliland in Somali 

1445 GMT 3 May % 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} Mr. Abdillahi Hussein Iman 


Darawal, the minister of defense of the Republic of 


Somaliland spoke this morning at a ceremony during 
which the armed forces handed over their weapons at 
the eastern Hargeysa national military base of Bir Jeh. 


The ceremony involved 100 people and two technicals. 
The minister first thanked the officers and the elders 
who moved to bring about peace in Somaliland. He 
encouraged them to participate in development and 
reconstruction endeavors in the country and concluded 
that the government welcomes anyone working for 
peace. [passage omitted] 


Uganda 


Uganda: Opposition To Boycott Polls; Individuals 
Allowed To Run 


EA1505203796 Kampala THE NEW VISION 
in English 15 May 96 pl 


[Article be THE NEW VISION correspondents: “IPFC 
Boycotts Parliamert Polls” } 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Interparty Political Forces 
Cooperation (IPFC) has resolved to boycott the forth- 
coming parliamentary and local council elections. But 
individuals can stand for the elections in their own night. 


This decision was reached after a two-day marathon 
meeting of national and district coordinators at IPFC 
headquarters at Kabusu. [passage omitted] 


A statement issued after the meeting, and signed by Mr. 
Patrick Mwondia, the IPFC secretary, said: “The IPPC 
has completely lost confidence in the electoral process. 
Any Ugandan wishing to participate in the forthcoming 
parliamentary and local council elections may do so well 
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knowing that the rigging machinery is still in place and 
will adversely affect the results.” [passage omitted} 


The statement outlined seven major anomalies which 
they claim marred the presidential polls. They said the 
maipractices are "a result of a well-calculated long-term 
plan to turn Uganda into a monolithicone-party state 
ruled by a selected class.” 


“Supporters of Dr. Ssemogevere are now being subjected 
to harassment, intimidation, assault and arrest by state 
ageacies and functionaries. This is characteristic of a 
fake victory,” the statement said, adding: "We condemn 
in the strongest terms these acts of fascism." [passage 
omitted) 


is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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South Africa: Generals Questioned on Secret 
Chemical Weapons Project 

MB1505142696 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1343 GMT 15 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town May 1S SAPA — 
Senior SANDF (South African National Defense Force] 
Officers were asked by Parliament's Public Accounts 
committee to explain why the Defence Force had writter, 
off R21.796 million [rands} when closing down its 
secret chemical weapons project, Project B. 


Also known as Project Coast, it was abandoned in 1993 
when South Africa signed the Chemical Weapons Con- 
vention and certain “substances” had been destroyed, 
the Defence Force said in a written submission to the 
committee. 


The final closure of Project B was being attended to, but 
this was “a particularly difficui and intricate exercise” 
because of the sensitivities involved, Defence Force 
Chief Gen Georg Meiring said. 


He declined to provide further evidence as to what 
Project B was about, saying he was still awaiting further 
instructions from the Cabinet, which recently authorised 
the Office for Serious Economic Offences [OSEO] to 
investigate irregularities surrounding the case. 


Cabinet recently gave its approval for the secrecy 
surrounding Project B to be lifted and said a statement 
would be issued in due course. 


According to newspaper reports, millions of rand of 
State assets were transferred into private hands when 
two front companies for Project B, Roodeplaat Research 
Laboratories and Delta G which were set up in the 
1980s, were privatised. 


Meiring acknowledged that the two companies existed, 
saying they would have been set up in such a way that 
they could do business overseas. 


When the decision was taken to close the project down, 
a study was done to assess the front companies’ costs 
over the next two to three years and what their assets 
were. The sale of the companies had taken place with 
the approval of the Ministers of Finance and Defence. 


The Defence Force was not involved with the companies 
after their privatisation, nor would it be liable for any 
further losses they made, Meiring said. He did not 
have details on how much money had changed hands, 
what assets the companies owned or the names of the 
individuals involved. 


Committee chairman Ken Andrew (DP [Democratic 
Party}) and Barbara Hogan (ANC) found it unacceptable 
that this information was not readily available and were 
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worried it “would get lost in a pile of memoranda’. 
Meiring undertook to answer their queries within the 
next few weeks. 


OSEO f ead Jan Swanepoel told the committee his office 
was only looking at the financial aspects of the case. The 
investigation would take at least 18 months to cc nplete, 
but there was no indication what evidence would be 
uncovered, he said. 


The possibility that certain funds had been transferred 
overseas and then been brought back to South Africa 
was being looked at. The transfer of U.S.D1.6 million 
into a Croatian bank account by the Defence Force was 
also being investigated. 


Meiring said any payments made overseas would have 
had have been authorised by the Reserve Bank, although 
he did not think it was “privy to the entire aspect” of 
what the money was used for. 


South Africa: Defense Official Outlines Military’s 
Challenges 


MB!405160696 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1550 GMT 14 May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
May 14 SAPA — The most important asset of the 
South African National Defence Force [SANDF] was 
not its equipment and military hardware, but the men 
and women who served it, Deputy Defence Minister 
Ronnie Kasrils said on Tuesday. 


Speaking during debate on the Defence White Paper, 
Kasrils said they allowed the government to fulfill its 
constitutional obligation of defending the country’s ter- 
ritory and people. The SANDF faced three challenges. 


It had to respect the diversity of the South African 
nation, build on that diversity and transcend it. It would 
be foolhardy for the defence force to favour any one 
group, be it racial, cultural, religious or gender, Kasrils 
said. The SANDF was, and must, always remain a 
defence force of national unity. To ensure this the rank 
and file and the leadership had to reflect the diversity of 
the nation and a programme of affirmative action and 
equal opportunity had to be implemented. 


Special education and training courses and career de- 
velopment planning had to be introduced. 


The third challenge involved forging a collective iden- 
tity around a common set of values of a democratic 
South Africa, Kasrils said. 


report may contain copynghted maternal. Copying and dissemination] 
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South Africa: Defense Force Budget Decreases $0 
Percent From 1989-1996 


MB1I505120296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1023 GMT 15 May 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town May 15 SAPA — 
The defence force's budget had decreased by 50 percent 
from 1989 to 1996, SANDF [South African National 
Defense Force] Finance Chief Director Maj-Gen Kallie 
Brocker said on Wednesday. 


Briefing Parliament's joint standing committee on De- 
fence, Brocker said the defence force's budget now 
stood at 1.8 percent of GDP, and a similar figure for 
its share of state expenditure — similar to what it was 
in the early 1970's. 


A major problem faced by the force was that of arms 
and craft becoming obsolete. The submarine fleet would 
become obsolete by 2005 and much of the rest of the 
Capital equipment of three armed services by 2007. 


Capital replacement just to keep the core force on the 
ground would cost R2.8bn [rands] a year. However, 
only R1.8bn was available for capital projects during 
the 1996/97 financial year, he sa.d. The SANDF needed 
R11.8bn this year, while the budgeted amount was 
R10.2bn. 


Capital programmes this year included a further R188 
million for replacing the Harvard trainer aircraft with 
the new Pilatus trainers. The project was 76 percent 
complete and it was hoped that all 60 aircraft would be 
in service in the next financial year. 


The project to acquire 38 new Cheetah C aircraft was 
98 percent complete, Brocker added. 


The money for the navy’s new corvettes was not 
included in this budget, but additional funds would be 
made available if Cabinet approved the project. 


Some 47 percent of the budget had been allocated for 
personnel expenses, such as salaries, food and clothing, 
and 11 percent for current projects. 


The running ~osts of current operations in support of 
the police totalled R388 million, and in support of the 
RDP [Reconstruction and Development Program) and 
other departments R671 million. 


Training and force preparation had been allocated 
R1,373 million, and medical and logistics R9S6 mil- 
lion. Only R31 million had been allocated to new 
Capital projects this year, Brocker said. 
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South Africa: Pik Botha Interviewed on Retirement 
From Politics 


MB1605091396 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English O5S55 GMT 16 May 96 


{Interview with outgoing Mineral and Energy Affairs 
Minister Pik Botha by SABC correspondent John 
Matham on the "AM Live” program — live] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Matham] Mineral and Energy 
Affairs Minister Pik Botha is bidding farewell to politics 
at the end of June. He's going to step down as member 
of the National Party's Federal Council, and as leader 
of the National Party in Gauteng. Botha’s resignation 
will bring to a close a career that has spanned some 43 
years, 17 of those spent as minister of foreign affairs, the 
longest anyone has held that post in the world. We're 
joined now on the line by Pik Botha himself. Good 
morning, Mr. Botha. Would you still be in politics if the 
National Pariy had stayed a member of the government 
of national unity? 


[Botha] Probably, yes. That decision hastened my deci- 
sion, but there were also, of course, other contributing 
factors, but that was really the decisive factor. 


{(Matham] Was it that you couldn't face a career in 
politics without any hand on the levers of power? 


[Botha] You know, in a situation of that nature, one 
must take account of what you can still do, and weigh 
that agaiii. those matters of a private nature that you 
still want to do. The years are going \‘y. There's no 
dam wall with which you can store time, and then dish 
it out later. There's no dam wal! with time, and it is an 
inevitable process. Every one of us has only so many 
years, only so much time. In the time that might be 
available for me, I would certainly still like to write a 
book, and do quite a number of things which I never 
could. So those aspects weighed very heavily in my 
decision. 


{Matham] Forty-three years in politics — a very long 
time. Looking back on those 43 years, what do you think 
you achieved with them? 


[Botha] I think the commentators and historians must 
make that judgment. | am naturally subjective in any 
discussion of this subject. If you ask me what I would 
consider to be the highlights, then I certainly can say to 
you that the withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola, 
and the independence of Namibia, certainly stand out as 
major events, if not the most important event, in my life. 
There are many others: the events in Rhodesia that led to 
the elections there, and the independence, the Nkomati 
Accord, and then so many, many other events which one 
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would like to recount and remember. Of course, there 
were failures and low points. 


{(Matham] What were some of those? 


(Botha) I think, again, from my perspective, the failure 
of the Eminent Persons Group (EPG) that was put 
together by the Commonwealth countries in 1986 to get 
the South African Government and the ANC together 
— we were so close. The negotiating concept which 
[EPG leader] General Obasanjo, with Mr. Fraser, former 
prime minister of Australia — the two of them headed 
that Eminent Persons Group — the negotiating concept 
they submitted to me that one morning in May 1986, 
four years later became the basis of the negotiations 
oetween us and the ANC. It is a great pity that... 


(Matham, interrupting) You feel we iost four important 
years? 

(Botha) I really see it that way. On the other hand, you 
know, it is always easy, after an event to explain the 
event, but the real test is, how do you predict the future, 


because something that has not yet happened depends 
on contingencies 


(Matham] Mr. Botha, the media these day are full of 
allegations and testimony and evidence of what the 
security forces under National Party rule did for many 
years. Looking back on that, do you feel perhaps you 
should have spoken out more strongly than you did for 
quicker political change? 


[Botha] You know, in the end it’s a question of power. 
I came very close to resigning when I was repudiated 
in Parliament, after 1 made the remark that this country 
would have a black president. The point then was, if 
you go it alone, and you do not succeed in putting 
together a structure, or enough suj;"’, to influence 
events, then, with respect, the only thing that you would 
have achieved was to give vent to y: ur own private, 
personal emotions, and then actually must acknowledge 
defeat, in the sense that you were not strong enough, or 
did not display enough resilience to hang in there, and 
try to change events. It’s very difficult when you are 
swimming in the current of time and events. 


(Matham) And there we have to leave outgoing Mineral 
and Energy Affairs Minister Pik Botha, who'll bow out 
of politics for good at the end of June. 


South Africa: Pik Botha Opposed National Party 
Leaving Government 

MB1505183196 Johannes. ..4 »APA in English 
1749 GMT 15 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN May 15 SAPA 
— Outgoing Mineral and Energy Affairs Minister 


FBIS-AFR-96-096 
16 May 1996 


Pik Botha said on Wednesday that he had opposed 
the National Party's [NP] recent decision to quit the 
government of national unity (GNU). 


He told journalists that when the possibility was dis- 
cussed in senior NP circles, he had made his view clear 
that the party should not withdraw. “But the decision 
was made. I accepted that.” 


He had argued that the party had a mandate from its 
supporters to slay in government until 1999, and that 
it was likely that the average voter would want the NP 
to continue trying for consensus decisions of benefit 
to South Africa, particularly in the economic field. 
However he accepted that the NP would have been in 
a “lame duck” situation as the end of the GNU drew 
Closer, and that its power, persuasiveness and bargaining 
position would weaken month after month. 


He foresaw a natural political regrouping in South 
Africa as the country moved away from the bitterness 
of the past, and as colour prejudice “in the true sense of 
the word” disappeared. People would feel free to join 
what he hoped would be a National Party with a new 
name. “It is inevitable that this will come about. There 
is something unnatural in the present ANC alliance, 
something unnatural in the Freedom Front." 


The NP’s departure from the GNU might make it easier 
for black South Africans to identify with its values, 
norms and principles. The party's greatest achievement 
would be the day when most of its supporters were 
black. “That is the natural regrouping that will come.” 


South Africa: Pik Botha — Nation ‘Never Ever’ 
Tested Nuclear Device 


MB1505185996 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1850 GMT 15 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN May 15 SAPA 
— South Africa had never tested a nuclear device, 
Outgoing Mineral and Energy Affairs Minister Pik Botha 
said on Wednesday. 


Botha, who served as Foreign Minister for 17 years, 
also told journalists at a briefing that he had fought in 
a day-long meeting of the former National Party [NP] 
Cabinet to prevent the military from carrying out tests. 
He did not know what the mysterious flash over the 
Atlantic was that made headlines when the NP was still 
in government, but said South Africa had “never ever" 
tried out a device. 


Shortly after President Ronald Reagan took office in 
1981, he had been sent on a mission to the White House 
to ensure the future of Koeberg nuclear power station. 
At that stage, when South Africa had already invested 
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more than R1 billion (rands} in the project, the USA was 
exerting pressure on France not to deliver fuel elements 
for the reactor. Without the elements the complex would 
have been worse than a white elephant. “We would not 
even have been able to use it for a hotel,” he said. 


He had explained to Reagan that South Africa did not 
possess a nuclear device, but that Soviet expansionism 
could be deterred if it believed the Republic was a 
nuclear power. He had promised Reagan that South 
Africa would never test a device without first consulting 
the Americans. “Reagan accepted that,” he said. The US 
had then lifted pressure on the French and Koeberg went 
into Operation “more or less on | 


Botha said he had had an <xtrec« , embarrassing” 
moment some time later w ~> the JS ambassador to 
South Africa confronted him». —. <! ue photographs 
the Soviets had given to the Ainericans. The ambassador 
had told him the photographs, which showed a drill'ng 
rig against a Kalahari-type background, were evidence 
that South Africa was preparing for a nuclear test. 


Botha said he had been taken “totally unaware” by 
the photographs. The Defence Force had denied the 
American claim, and the furor had luckily died down. It 
was only later, during Cabinet discussions on whether 
the Republic should test a device at that site, that 
he realised that the Soviet photographs had been ‘on 
target”. That ( ebate had lasted an entire day. 


‘My point of view luckily was carried,” he said. ‘I 
said under no circumstances can we do it. That was 
my promise to Reagan.” 


The decision was also swayed by advice he had ob- 
tained from nuclear physicists that there was no way an 
underground test could be done there without contami- 
nating ground water and raising radioactive dust. 


If the test had been carried out and his promise to 
Reagan broken, he would have had to resign. “There 
is nO question but that would have been the end of my 
career.” 

"I am just grateful that we never did it.” 


South Africa: ANC Not To Leave Western Cape 
Government 


MB1/405204796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2041 GMT 14 May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} GRABOUW May 14 SAPA 
— The African National Congress had no intention 
of pulling out of the Western Cape government, ANC 
provincial leader Chris Nissen said on Tuesday. 


“We don't run away from our problems, we face them,” 
he said after an ANC local government election rally 
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near Grabouw in the Western Cape. The rally was 
attended by about 900 people and was addressed by 
Land Affairs Minister Derek Hanekom, who will soon 
also take on the agriculture portfolio after the with- 
drawal of the National Party from government struc- 
tures. Hanekom said the logistics of the two ministries 
being incorporated sull had to be worked out. 


Clearly property owners were going to he concerned 
about !and reform measures, he said. It was up to 
the government to strike a balance between addressirs 
their fears and implementing land reform. One of the 
biggest dangers to landowners was failure to address 
this problem as 1 would lead to illegal land invasions 
The Land Affairs Department was up and running and 
he was confident he could use his energy to transform 
agriculture, Hanekom said. 


South Africa: Gauteng Premier on NP Withdrawal! 
From Provincial Government 


MBI5S05081796 Johannesburg SABC 2 Television 
Network in English 0S00 GMT 15 May 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Gauteng Premier Tokyo 
Sexwale says the National Party's decision to withdraw 
from provincial governments came as no surprise. NP 
{National Party} leader FW. De Klerk announced the 
withdrawal in all provinces, except the Western Cape 
from the end of June. 


[Begin recording) [De Klerk] The one which we will 
obviousiy not leave is the Western Cape where we 
have the majonty, and where the decision and impact 
of our decision to leave the others will obviously place 
the ANC before their own choice, and it's up to them 
whether to continue to recognize this right which will 
come to end in terms of the new country’s constitution 
al a certain given time, or not to do so. fend recording} 


Meanwhile ANC Western Cape leader, Chris Nissen has 
confirmed that the ANC has no intention of pulling out 
of the Western Cape government. On the KwaZulu/ 
Natal issue Mr. de Klerk said consensus had been 
reached for a consultauve mechanism. 


[Begin recording] [De Klerk] Should that KwaZulu/ 
Natal constitution come into effect, providing for a 
government of provincial unity, we shall join that 
government of provincial unity. [end recording} 


The Northern Province is another sticky situation be- 
cause no party has a fifly percent majority in the 
province, the National Party would be willing to form 
part of a new government. 


[Begin recording] [De Klerk} If the ANC being the 
majority party there, although it doesn't have more than 
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fifty percent of the vote — is interested — we will be 
cooperative and we're prepared to negotiate on the basis 
of forming a joint government, but not on the basis of 
the old constitution, on the basis of agreements which 
might be reached in the best interests of the province. 
(end recording) 


South Africa: Northern Cape Premier Regrets NP’s 
Ext From Government 


MB1505133196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1250 GMT 15 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) JOHANNESBURG May 15 
SAPA — The National Party's (NP) decision to with- 
draw from provincial governments and the Northern 
Cape in particular was regretted, said premier Manne 
Dipico on Wednesday. However it would not impact 
negatively on the running of the province and its pro- 
grammes, he said in a statement. 


People who had voted for the NP “should t: {feeling let 
dowr 1d betrayed by this decision,” he said. “Their 
app: it lack of consultation on such an important 
ma’ smacks of arrogance... 


"We would have assumed they would have canvassed 
their members before taking such a serious decision with 
such serious implications for their party.” 


He said he hoped it was not a petty party political move 
based on “confrontation and destructive politicking.” 


South Africa: Northwest Government Criticizes NP 
for Withdrawal 


MB1505172096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1641 GMT 15 May 9 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) MMABATHO May 15 SAPA 
— The National Party's [NP] withdrawal from provin- 
cial governments indicated “increasing political bank- 
fuptcy and organisational crisis", the North-West gov- 
ernment said on Wednesday. 


“They have shot themselves in the foot,” a statement 
said. The fact that the party would withdraw from all 
provincial governments except the Western Cape where 


it is a majority party, proved it had not come to terms 
with the need to co-operate with other parties. 


“They want a relationship in which they are solely 
in control of government. If they are not in control, 
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South Africa: NP in Gauteng Legislature Confirms 
Exit From Government 


MB1505174296 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 15 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Nat.onal Party [NP] in the 
Gauteng legislature has confirme. that it is withdrawing 
from the provincial government. The decision was taken 
at the party’s caucus meeting in Johannesburg today. 
The three MEC’s [Member of the Executive Council] 
in the province — MEC for Public Transport and Roads, 
Olaus van Zyl, who is also NP leader in Gauteng; MEC 
for public Works and Public Media Sakkie Blanche; 
and Conservation and Environment MEC, Aboo Khan 
— are to step down. 


NP spokesman Daryl Swanepoel said the position of 
party members in senior positions, such as the deputy 
speaker and standing committee chairpersons, would 
remain unchanged. Yesterday, the NP withdrew from 
the provincial legislature in the Northern Cape. Northern 
Cape Premier Manne Dipico said the National Party 
MPL’s (member of the Provincial Legislature] in the 
province had been forced by their leaders to withdraw 
from the provincial legislature. 


Northern Cape National Party leader Kraai van Niekerk 
says the NP’s latest move will enable it to give 
direction to the proper application of the Constitution. 
Dr. Van Niekerk said his party would scrutinize the 
ANC government, to combat corruption and to create 
conditions that are conducive to prosperity. 


[Begin Van Niekerk recording] We will be an opposi- 
tion in the positive sense. We are not there to break the 
province but we are there to participate in such a way 
that the things must be done right, and that we do not 
have problems which will in the end seriously reflect on 
the financial management of our province. [end record- 


ing] 


South Africa: NP Director-Generals ‘To Remain’ 
Despite Party Withdrawal 


MB1605094596 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0922 GMT 16 May 96 


(Report by Angela Quintal] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN May 16 SAPA 
— Directors-general in government departments headed 
by National Party [NP] Cabinet ministers intend to 
remain in their posts under their new ANC masters and 
do not intend to opt for early reurement. 


Deputy President FW de Klerk’s announcement last 
week that his party would quit the government of 
national unity fuelled speculation among parliamentary 
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backbenchers that top civil servants who had served 
under the NP for many years might also consider a new 
career. 


But directors-general approached by SAPA have all 
stressed that they do not see themselves as political 
appointments but as career civil servants. 


Agricultural director-general Dr Frans van der Merwe 
said he was a career agriculturist and as his department 
had gone through a recent “reconstruction ... I'd like to 
see the process through". Moreover, he had nine months 
before his contract expired. 


On Agricultural Minister Kraai van Niekerk’s departure 
and the merging of his ministry with Land Affairs, 
Van der Merwe said he hoped that the departments of 
agriculture and land affairs would remain separate. "My 
personal view is that we should have two departments, 
with one minister. It has been done before." 


The future of the two departments was the primary 
question at the moment, and a definitive reply had yet 
to be received. There were people, especially in the 
ministries, who were very worried about their jobs, 
Van der Merwe said. “They have nominal civil posts 
and we'll have to find suitable reallocations in the 
department. If that's not possible, then we'll have to 
transfer them within the wider civil service." Van der 
Merwe said he did not expect widescale retrenchments. 


Constitutional Development director-general Dr Neil 
Barnard and his Environmental Affairs counterpart Dr 
Colin Cameron also said they had no intention of 
leaving because of the NP's withdrawal from Cabinet. 


"I have no intention or desire to retire prematurely,” 
Cameron told SAPA. 


Mineral and Energy Affairs director-general Dr Gert 
Venter said he did not want to comment “at this stage”. 
However, government sources said Venter, who was 
only recently appointed to the post, was doing good 
work and would be unlikely to quit. 


South African Press Review for 15 May 
MB1505 132996 

(FBIS Report] 

THE STAR 


Deserving Appointments — Johannesburg THE STAR 
in English on 15 May in a page-14 editorial commends 
President Nelson Mandela's “decisiveness” in appoint- 
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ing successors to the National Party, NP, ministers who 
are withdrawing from their portfolios. "Mandela acted 
with the requisite speed to avoid unnecessary specula- 
tion here and abroad, as well as intense jockeying for 
positions within his ANC.” All four new ministers ap- 
pointed “are immensely talented and will no doubt be 
an asset to the Cabinet.” 


THE CITIZEN 


Cabinet Appointments — “We are pleased that Presi- 
dent Mandela did not try to appoint new cabinet min- 
isters from outside the ANC. This is an ANC govern- 
ment — and it should be responsible for the policies 
it follows,” states the page-6 editorial in Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English on 14 May. President Man- 
dela “has not tried, as some commentators suggested he 
would, to broaden the government by appointing a PAC 
{Pan-Africanist Congress] or a DP [Democratic Party] 
minister.” However, it is “better that the ANC should 
be totally responsible for what the government does. As 
Mr De Klerk has suggested, it is time to fight it with 
gloves off." 


SOWETAN 


Mandela's New Cabinet — Johannesburg SOWETAN 
in English on 15 May in a page-8 editorial says Presi- 
dent Mandela's new cabinet, following the withdrawal 
of the NP, “is not bold enough.” SOWETAN had hoped 
for politicians “from the right and left of the centre’ 
to fill the new posts. But there is “nothing distressing 
in choosing safe candidates like Penuel Maduna, who 
is obviously a man of experience, Valli Moosa, who is 
also a distinguished professional, Derek Hanekom and 
Geraldine Fraser-Moleketi.” Mandela's move to tnm the 
Cabinet was also “judicious.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


New Cabinet Appointments ‘Astute’ Choices — Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela's new appointments to Cabinet af- 
ter the NP ministers’ withdrawal “rank among his more 
astute,” according to Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English on 15 May in a page-12 editorial. Pallo Jor- 
dan's return to the Cabinet “reflects a welcome willing- 
ness on Mandela's part to heed public opinion — both 
inside and outside the party — which lamented the loss 
from government of this most fiercely independent of 
thinkers.” Together with Jordan's appointment, that of 
Valli Moosa to provincial affairs and constitutional de- 
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velopment "will begin to counteract the growing percep- 
tion, particularly within the ANC, that personal loyalty 
to deputy President Thabo Mbeki is a requisite for ad- 
vancement." 


Declining Confidence Manifested in Rising Emigration 
— "While it may be easy to rationalise the rand's 
decline as a short-term lack of confidence in South 
Africa, the declining confidence manifest in rising 
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emigration figures cannot be ignored as easily," declares 
a second editorial on the same page. “It is pointless 
to expect broad sociological reasoning to reverse the 
emigration decisions of individuals and families who 
fear that pervasive crime and redressing the past will 
leave them with a less bright future than their talents 
might provide in another country.” 
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Angola 
Angola: Government Announces Cease-Fire With 
FLEC-FAC im Cabinda 


MB1505191996 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 15 May 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) The Angolan Press Agency, 
ANGOP, learned from an official source today that 
the Angolan Government and N’zita Tiago’s Front for 
the Liberation of the Cabinda Enclave-Cabinda Armed 
Forces (FLEC-FAC) signed a cease-fire accord in the 
Gabonese capital yesterday. 

Quoting a communique issued by the Angolan Embassy 
in Gabon today, ANGOP reports that the government 
and FLEC-FAC decide to continue talks to restore peace 
to Cabinda Province. 


The government team was led by Interior Minister 
Andre Pitra Petroff, while N’zita Tiago led the FLEC- 
FAC delegation, all under the auspices of Gabonese 
President Omar Bongo, who sent an envoy to Luanda 
today to meet President Jose Eduardo dos Santos. 


BR15S05 143396 Paris LE FIGARO in French 
15 May 96 p4 


(Interview with Jonas Savimbi, leader of the National 
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ing the United Nations $1 million per day. Now money 
is getting short and they want to pull out as soon as 
possible. 


{Saint-Paul} Most UNITA troops have only known war. 
What will happen to them? 


(Savimbi] Some of them could continue their military 
careers by joining the Angolan Armed Forces. However, 
most of them consider they have already done enough 
toward the independence and democratization of the 
country. Now they want to devote some time to their 
families, and found farmsteads or small companies. 
They must be helped. It would be immoral to let our 


troops go just like that. 


(Saint-Paul) President Dos Santos has offered you the 
post of deputy president. Will you accept? 


(Savimbi) First of all, the MPLA must agree to give 
UNITA leaders posts in a national union cabinet and 
the Angolan Armed Forces. If my party subsequently 
decides that I should accept this proposal then | will. 
However, Dos Santos is both president of the republic 
and president of his party, the MPLA. If I become 
deputy president | will be under the orders of a party 
leader even though I will have given up the leadership of 
UNITA. That will be hard to accept. If UNITA decides 
to send me to Luanda as deputy president it will also 
have to elect a new president. 


(Saint-Paul) After 20 years of war, will your men be 
able to live together with their former enemies? 


(Savimbi] We must work together to rebuild the country. 
However, the people of UNITA will not go to Luanda 
without a care in the world. Nobody has forgotten the 
massacre of our leadership in 1992. It will take a lot 
of courage to return to Luanda, not least because the 
security conditions are not always very satisfactory. 


(Saint-Paul) Will UNITA retain control of the diamon- 
diferous regions in the northeast of the country? 


(Savimbi) For UNITA it is a question of survival. In 
1992 the government should have funded our campaign. 
It did not. We must therefore provide our own means of 
funding because, one day, there will be new elections 
and we will have to pay for our campaign. 


(Saint-Paul) How soon could the elections be? 


(Savimbi] The legislative mandate expires in Novem- 
ber, and President Dos Santos’ term of office expires 
next year. The current government says that we must 
continue with the peace process without holding elec- 
tions 80 as to avoid sowing the seeds of discord. | think 
we will need two years before elections can be orga- 
nized. The transition government should be in place in 
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November. Elections should be organized, with all the 
parties represented. If the current government organizes 
elections too soon it is hard to see how it could lose. In 
Africa, the ruling party very rarely loses. 


(Saint-Paul) What are your relations with France since 
the election of Jacques Chirac? 


(Savimbi} At the political level our relations are much 
better than before. Our leaders can visit Paris whenever 
they wish and even I was able to make an official trip 
to France. However, from an economic point of view, 
there cannot be any major changes. Elf Aquitaine is 
exploiting the oil in MPLA-controlled zones... 


{Saint-Paul} Savimbi the warlord has now become a 
politician. How did this come about? 


[Savimbi) It was not my vocation to go into the military. 
It was when I became aware that Salazar would not give 
in on the independence issue that I went underground. 
Before I took to arms | was already involved in politics. 
Even in the resistance, 80 percent of my time was taken 
up with political business. There was no change in 
direction when I abandoned my military activities. 


[Saint-Paul] Does the fact that you were involved in this 
battle make you more a credidle figure for negotiating 
for peace? 

[Savimbi] I have fought for my people for 37 years. 
Despite that fact there are still people who doubt 
whether Savimbi was right. Others wonder whether 
Savimbi might not be a little tired. Well, l am not tired 
and | am in permanent contact with my entourage to be 
sure that | am making the right decisions. 


{Saint-Paul} Will you be a candidate in the presidential 
elections? 


{Savimbi] If my party wants me to stand then I will. If it 
considers someone else to be better placed than I, then 
I will accept that. However, at the last elections | was 
only 8 points behind Dos Santos in well-documented 
conditions (UNITA accused the government of fraud 
on a massive scale — LE FIGARO editor's note). Why 
then should UNITA not have faith in me again? 


Angola: UNITA’s Samakuva Reacts to Government 
Declaration 


MB1405073696 London BBC World Service 
in Portuguese 2030 GMT 13 May 96 


(From the “Londres, Uluma Hora” program] 


(FBIS Translated Text) This afternoon, correspondent 
Aires Walter dos Santos spoke to Isaias Samakuva, 
UNITA's [National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola) representative in the Joint Commission. 
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{Begin recording) [Samakuva] As you know, the par- 
liament has approved the Amnesty Law, but it is does 
not include any annex. Further to that, the Office of the 
President issued a declaration, setting a time limit for 
UNITA generals to report to the Angolan Armed Forces 
[FAA]. We think that the Amnesty Law is in line with 
the Lusaka Protocol. 


[Dos Santos] Does UNITA accept the time limit set by 
the Office of the President? 


[Samakuva] Like I said, the Amnesty Law stems from 
the Lusaka Protocol which sets a time limit for the 
return of UNITA generals to the FAA. We have been 
implementing the Lusaka Protocol. The Amnesty Law 
should have been approved in 1994. Instead, a law 
containing several traps was approved then. This law 
has been reviewed. We think, therefore, that the Lusaka 
Protocol is being implemented. 


[Dos Santos} You have referred to traps that were 
removed from the initial Amnesty Law. UNITA has 
referred to ambiguities in the law. Would you like to 
elaborate? 


{Samakuva] Parliament approved the Amnesty Law, and 
the Office of the President issued a statement. There is 
a contradiction between the two documents. As we see 
it, the Amnesty Law is designed to promote national 
reconciliation in line with the Lusaka Protocol. We feel 
that is the spirit that must prevail. 


[Dos Santos) Has UNITA aired its views to government 
and the mediator” 


[Samakuva] We are negotiating, and we think we will 
Clarify issues and misunderstandings. 


{Dos Santos} But .s UNITA determined not to comply 
with the 10-day deadline set by the Office of the 
President? 


[Samakuva] Like I said, we are discussing and will 
certainly find a solution. [end recording] 


Angola: UNITA’s Samondo Criticizes President's 
Decree on Generals 


MB1405183196 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 14 May 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The former Angolan rebel 
movement, UNITA [National Union for the Total Inde- 
pendence of Angola], has criticized as unfair the decree 
issued by President Dos Santos ordering the reintegra- 
tion of UNITA's generals into the new national army. 
The president set a 10-day deadline coinciding with a 
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similar warning from the United Nations Security Coun- 
cil, which is looking for firm evidence of progress in the 
quartering and disarmament of former fighters. On the 
line to New York, Chris Simpson asked UNITA's repre- 
sentative at the Uniteu Nations, Marcos Samondo, what 
it was in the decree that they were unhappy about. 


(Begin recording) (Samondo}) Obviously, we have 
agreed that the generals will go to join the Joint 
Command but obviously there is nowhere it says that 
it has to be in 10 days. There is no time limit. The 
time limit which Lusaka Protocol gives is that the 
quartering should be finished and only when you finish 
the quartering service that the generals should go. | 
think there are two problems that have appeared now. 


One is that those generals who will be integrated to 
Joint Command are also involved in supervising and 
monitoring the development and quartering process. If 
we take them and we send them to the national army, 
what is going to happen with the quartering process? 
Who is going to be pushing the troops, regular troops, 
to quartering areas? 


The second aspect is that so far there is no logistics 
available for those generals. There is no housing. There 
is no transportation. There is nothing. Are they going 
to Luanda to just end up on a street or what is going 
to happen? So those are practical issues which I think 
should be dealt with on the joint meeting between the 
government and UNITA. 


{Simpson} You talked about the quartering and the 
generals being responsible for overseeing that. 
{Samondo] Yes. 


(Simpson) We are getting reports that the quartering 
actually ground to a halt, that UNITA has suspended it 
for time being. Can you confirm that? 


(Samondo] Well, the quartering had not been suspended. 
Basically what happened was that in the last, | will say 
14 days, there was an enormous effort. In eight days, 
we were able to put in quartering areas about 10,000 
troops or more. Obviously, as you can imagine, in 
Africa situation, when in eight days you had to do such 
enormous thing which involved tremendous logistics, 
support, and so forth. [sentence incomplete as heard] 
you put the 10,000 people, obviously there is 
be a break where you had to recondition the 
vehicle, you had to buy new fuel, and you had to go to 
differem areas. So it will take small time to readjust. 


{Simpson} Can you really work together with the 
government generals. Is there going to be any real 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 1S 


{[Samondo] Well, | think we are working. We are 
working. Obviously it is not as rosy as one would 
have liked. It is not a love affair. Sometime the [UN 
Security) Council, the international community had to 
make a push on both sides, but I am very optimistic in 
the sense that we count in our (words indistinct] two 
months, when, if all goes well, we are going to have 
one single army [words indistinct]. [end recording] 


Angola: Government Begins Confining 6,000 in 
Various Provinces 

MBi 305203596 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 13 May 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) The government today began 
the second stage of moving its troops to the nearest 
barracks. This operation is expected to last two weeks 
and should see 6,000 men quartered. 


Brigadier Faisca, second commander of the Angolan 
Armed Forces [FAA] Operational Command, said this: 


[Begin recording) [Faisca] The second stage of our 
troops’ return to the nearest barracks is scheduled to 
begin today. 


[Unidentified correspondent} Which areas will be seeing 
soldiers returning to their barracks? 


[Faisca}] It should happen on the Northern, Central, 
Southern, and Eastern Military Fronts today. A group 
of troops is expected to move from (Camisselela) to 
(Umba), and a battalion from (Camatembe) to (Umba) 
on the Northern Front between 13 and 18 May. A 
battalion is expected to move from Quilombo dos 
Dembos to Ucua between 20 and 22 May. 


On the Central Military Front between 13 and 18 May. a 
battalion will move from Cahata to Balombo; a platoon 
from Macamambolo to Balombo; a battalion from 
Chicomba to Cubal; from the (Chetecol) command post 
to Kuito barracks, in Bie Province; one battalion from 
(Partido Treze) to Kuito; one battalion from Longundo 
to Kuito; the mixed artillery group from Cunge to Kuito; 
and an independent company from Cunge to Kuito. 


On the Southern Military Front between 13 and 18 May, 
a company will move from (N'dongo) to Jamba Mineira. 


On the Eastern Military Front between 14 and 18 May, 
a battalion will move from Lucapa to (Comissome). 


[Correspondent] Brig. Faisca: How long do you think 
this stage will take? It is widely known that there 
have been many difficulties, particularly in terms of 
transportation and other related problems: Are you 
getting any help from the UN Angola Verification 
Mission-3 (Unavem-3}? 
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(Faisca) Yes, we received help from the Unavem- 
3 on one occasion. Whenever it is possible...(pauses) 
sometimes, the problem is that Unavem does not have 
the necessary trucks to carry heavy war materiel, such as 
long range artillery. Barring acts of God or unavoidable 
developments, I think this problem could be overcome 
by the end of this month. One example is that we have 
not had vehicles to ferry personnel around. If we do 
not have that problem, we should be able to move 
approximately 5,000 to 6,000 men before the deadline. 
{end recording] 


Angola: UN’s Beye Says UNITA To Confine 50,000 
Before 15 July 


MB1405204596 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 14 May 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Alioune Blondin Beye, spe- 
cial representative of the UN secretary general in An- 
gola, has returned to Luanda from Andulo. In Andulo, 
Alioune Blondin examined with Dr. Jonas Savimbi, 
leader of the National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola [UNITA], issues connected with the confine- 
ment process as well as the quality of weapons presented 
by UNITA soldiers in confinement areas. The UNITA 
leader assured Alioune Blondin Beye that his organiza- 
tion will resume its troop confinement this week. Jonas 
Savimbi also assured the UN special representative in 
Angola that his organization will confine 50,000 men 
before 15 July. 


[Begin Beye recording] He invited me to see him in 
Andulo today to brief me on this program, which an- 
swers some concerns from the international community. 
Thus, I am in a position to firmly say that UNITA will 
resume the confinement process before the end of this 
week and it will confine 50,000 men before 15 July. 
[end recording} 


Angola: UNITA Leader, Government Delegation 
Discuss Peace Process 


MB1505192596 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 15 May 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} In Andulo today, Dr. Jonas Mal- 
heiro Savimbi, National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola (UNITA] president, and the leadership 
of his organization held talks with government represen- 
tatives in the Joint Commission. The meeting discussed 
issues linked to the Lusaka Protocol and the latest UN 
Security Council session. Dr. Savimbi yesterday held 
talks with UN Special Representative Alioune Blondin 
Beye. We do not have details of today’s meeting yet, 
but sources in Andulo say the meeting was positive. 
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Angola: Official Discusses Talks With UNITA 
Leadership 


MB1505202096 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 15 May 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) The heads of the government 
delegation on the Joint Commission have just returned 
to Luanda from Andulo, where they discussed the 
peace process with Jonas Savimbi, National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] leader. 
Francisco Mendes reports from the Luanda airport: 


It was 1900 when the aircraft carrying Faustino Muteka 
and Higino Carneiro arrived here from Andulo, where 
the two Joint Commission members delivered a message 
from President Jose Eduardo dos Santos to UNITA 
leader Jonas Savimbi. The meeting in Andulo also 
discussed the release of prisoners, an issue that will be 
dealt with at Joint Commission headquarters tomorrow. 


{Begin recording) [Carneiro] We delivered a message 
from President dos Santos to the UNITA leader and we 
are now back. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Does the message have 
anything to do with the 10-day deadline for the return 
of UNITA army officers to the Angolan Armed Forces 
following the approval of the Amnesty Law? 


(Carneiro] The written message was directed to Dr. 
Savimbi and he is the one who should disclose its 
contents. [end recording} 


On the issue of extra UNITA soldiers in the assembly ar- 
eas, General Higino Carneiro said a UNITA delegation 
is scheduled to arrive in Luanda on 17 May to discuss 
this and other related issues with the government. 


{Begin Carneiro recording) We discussed this issue 
with the UNITA leadership and it was agreed that a 
UNITA delegation would leave for Luanda on 17 May 
to continue the talks. [end recording] 


Meanwhile, the Joint Commission leaves for Caiundo, 
Cuando Cubango Province, on 17 May to officially open 
a quartering area for UNITA soldiers. 


Angola: UNITA Says FAA Increasing Military 
Operations 


MB1505204196 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 15 May 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] While government representa- 
tives discuss peace with National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola [UNITA], the Angolan Armed 
Forces [FAA] are still launching military operations in 
central, northeast, and eastern Angola. FAA soldiers 
from the 45th Regiment in Malanje Province raped and 
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murdered a woman named Isabel, throwing her body in 
the Camuende River. In Benguela Province, FAA sol- 
diers from Cubal attacked Candingo village and stole 
80 cows, and are planning an attack on Lomahum, an 
area under UNITA control. 


In the northeast, the FAA has shot dead UNITA 
Lieutenant Pedro Valerio. Our Bailundo correspondent 
Manuel Bianco reports that in the eastern region, the 
FAA has increased reconnaissance operations in UNITA 
areas. 


Mozambique 


Mozambique: Second Article on Mozambique-US. 
Relations 


MB1 305202796 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
1 May 96 pp 1,2 


| “art Two" of article , Roseiro Mario Moreira: 
‘Mozambique-U.S. Relations — A Look at the Historic 
and Diplomatic Labyrinths”; on the "Foreground" page) 


{FBIS Translated Text] 


Ill. The Major Crisis of 1961 


Tension had grown since the aborted rapprochement 
plans on the eve of Mozambique’s independence. Six 
years later, the Mozambique Government expelled four 
U.S. diplomats from its territory on proven charges of 
espionage, subversion, and interference in the domestic 
affairs of the People’s Republic of Mozambique (RPM), 
as stated in a Foreign Ministry communique 

in this newspaper (NOTICIAS) on 5 March 1981. 


That was the culmination of a series of operations 
launched by the People’s National Security Service 
(Snasp) based on the infiltration of one of its agents, 
described as a “flight captain of the Mozambique Air 
Force,” within the CIA, which had been operating 
in Mozambique since 1975 under the cover of the 
diplomatic corps in search of information not for its 
knowledge. It appeared that there was no one (to prevent 
the deepening of the crisis, which, on the one hand, 
involved the Mozambique Government, threatened by a 
coup said to be planned by the United States through 
South Africa, and on the other hand, the United States 
looking for ways to extricate itself from such scandalous 
involvement. It was with a profound acridity that 
the superpower saw itself in the situation of having 
to concede that the security service of a recently- 


independent country had been successful, particularly 
because it involved the dismantling of an internationally 
renowned intelligence network like the CIA. [sentence 


as published} 
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For just over seven months the U.S. Government had 
left its Maputo Embassy in the hands of interim Charge 
d’Affaires Mr. William Twaddell, whose assignment 
lasted until November 1983. It is not clear why Willard 
De Pree (ambassador) was replaced by William Twad- 
dell, and why David Simcox was not confirmed as De 
Pree’s replacement. Regardless, a scandalous situation 
like the one of the diplomats expelled from Mozam- 
bique, would have been even more picturesque if it had 
involved the senior embassy managerial staff. 


The most concrete U.S. action was to cut food aid 
to Mozambique for about a year and a half, and to 
markedly down size its Maputo mission. At the time, 
the RPM's Information Ministry explained that the U.S. 
Government had accepted the CIA espionage activities, 
although it downplayed Snasp’s role, attributing its 
success to the hypothetical role of counterintelligence 
Officers from a friendly country and foreign journalists. 


Yet another macro strategic tactic aimed at maintaining 
U.S. influence in the region and the inherent defense 
of its interests had just failed in the wake of the 4 
March 1981 expulsion and the reduction of Ainericans 
diplomats in Maputo. 


The need to adopt a new policy aimed at preventing 
the (U.S.] diplomatic reputation in southern Africa from 
being further worn out was, therefore, justified. In 
view of the incongruence between the RPM's declining 
economic situation and the GIGANTIC support from 
Eastern European countries and the socialist bloc in 
general, that policy proved to be even less favorable as 
of 1982, although concrete contacts had been established 
in the wake of the first visit to Mozambique by academic 
Chester Crocker, the U.S. assistant deputy secretary 
of state for African affairs, a month after the 1981 


IV. Regional Pacification or a Foreign Policy for 
Rapprochement? 


In 80's, the White House foreign policy on southern 
Africa was known as “constructive engagement.” But 
as far as Mozambique was concerned, it would be 
better to situate that engagement after March 1981 in 
view of what has been reported in No. III. So, what 
was “constructive engagement?” What about the sta- 
tus [preceding word in English} of the PRM's for- 
eign policy? Could it be that South Africa had gained 
more prestige with the new U.S. Administration? Did 
Botha-Malan’s “total strategy” have repercussions in 
the Maputo-Washington-Pretoria triangle’s New Diplo- 
matic Order? 


From the Washington vertex to the Maputo-Pretoria 
base, stemmed a new tactic, that, istead of regarding 
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South Africa as the core of any changes in the subre- 
gion, aimed at searching for solutions not only centered 
on its commitments to Pretoria, but also on the region 
in general. The new tactic was baptized as “constructive 
engagement” on the basis of which the United States 
talked to all African countries, indiscriminately with all 
governments, whether they were South Africa's whites, 
or Angolan or Mozambican blacks. One can infer from 
this that such a policy did not aim for a dominant coexis- 
tence with South Africa, whose regional attitude was to 
force its neighbors to bow to its might in a clear attempt 
to South Africanize the Portugal's Pink Map theory of 
the 1880's. Unlike "constructive engagement”, the “to- 
tal strategy” (two-three years ahead) had been using all 
means at its disposal — military, economic, political, 
and, however picturesque it may look, diplomatic — to 
fulfill its theory of being the eternal regional power. 


The foreign policies mentioned above were different. 
The difference among them centered on violence, re- 
gional hegemony, and U.S. bilateral relations with one 
country or another in the region. Given the fact that 
the three factors affected Mozambique, it can also be 
said that they contradicted each other. The United States 
gave priority to diplomatic initiative. On the other hand, 
South Africa felt abandoned by its major Western ally 
to the point that it decided to involve its defense and 
security forces in a regional conflict. 


In view of this tactical and strategic contradiction and 
the new foreign policy introduced by Mozambique 
(characterized by a diplomatic offensive in the West), 
a situation emerged where there was a need to review 
the Triangular Diplomacy and hence relations between 
Maputo and Washington. When Chester Crocker visited 
Mozambique in January 1993, he spoke about the 
escalation of violence in the region and expressed his 
government's views in a manner that hurt Pretoria: 


— The -South Africa conflict heightened 
instability in the region, thus adversely affecting not 
only the countries which depend on Mozambican ports 
but also investments in the Southern African Develop- 
ment Coordination Community, SADCC; 


— The conflict threatened relations between the United 
States and African countries, and forced other countries 
in the region, without military ties with the USSR, 
to seek military aid from Moscow and other Socialist 
countries; 


— Mozambique could request Soviet intervention, with 
United States unable to intervene, and obtain the 
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— The United States felt South Africa should reduce 
its regional destabilization and opt for economic and 
diplomatic measures. 


— The U.S. Administration believed there was a link 
between regional instability and “apartheid” and as 
such it felt South Africa should begin a process which 
would clearly show that the apartheid system would be 


changed. 


It is within this framework that, in Mozambique's case 
in particular, the "Constructive Engagement” policy 
played a major role to include the negotiation factor in 
the "Total Strategy.” Senior Mozambican officials who 
went to Mbabane (Swaziland) to attend the third round 
of pre-Nkomati negotiation talks, acknowledged at the 
meeting the positive results of Washington diplomacy, 
through Frank Wisner, Crocker’s assistant. 


Apart from clearing its bad image resulting from the 
1981 CIA activity in Mozambique, the White House 
tried, in another way, to avoid Soviet military influence. 
To eliminate causes of violence without trying to root 
Out the cause of the problem was something that could 
best be achieved through diplomatic means. This was 
Clearly demonstrated in the mediation of the regional 
conflict that led to the signing of the Nkomati Accord. 
It is therefore not surprising that certain <r.’ics of the 
Nkomati Accord should say that it was signed under 
joint Washington-Pretoria blackmail, that the United 
States pressured Mozambique. 


It will be noted however that the Mozambican Gov- 
ernment did not underestimate the U.S.'s negotiating 
powers. Even during the Rhodesian conflict, Presi- 
dent Machel requested two ambassadors accredited to 
Mozambique to consult their respective governments 
with regard to Mozambique's stand on Ian Smith's at- 
tacks. The two ambassadors were from Great Britain and 
the United States. This action demonstrated the Mozam- 
bican Government's desire and readiness for a peaceful 
resolution of the conflict. The Mozambican Government 
recognized even then that parties to a conflict are also 
parties to a solution. Considering that in the case of 
Rhodesia, Washington and London funded the Lancaster 
House peace process, it was equally felt that Pretoria 
and Washington would fund the Nkomati process, since 
they [Pretoria and Washington) constituted the destabi- 
lizing force and its ally, respectively. What is this pres- 
sure that critics talk about, when a country devastated 
by war decides to meet those who are involved in it 
in order to change the course of events? Why not talk 
about the victory of Mozambique's diplomacy for po- 
litical coexistence, to end violence, and encourage the 
country’s economic growth? Would it be right to ignore 
Mozambique's diplomatic offensive? 
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Mozambique's diplomatic offensive could have been 
recognized by the granting of basic commodities val- 
ued at $31.5 million and $12 million for development 
projects, assistance in obtaining membership to the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund and the World Bank, as well 
as the Program of Direct Bilateral Assistance after the 
Signing of the Nkomati Accord. If that is the case, is this 
not a demonstration of the validity of this diplomacy? 
The most important thing is not a political confronta- 
tion between states following different ideologies, but 
the validity of a diplomatic and political initiative for 
the national economy and its positive influence at re- 
gional and international levels. 


‘ihe time had come to end dreams. If we believe that 
foreign policy is part of the internal policy, we shall 
also have to admit that the economies of countries are 
interdependent. 

The Nkomati Accord was signed after the improvement 
of relations between Mozambique and the United States, 
which included the exchange of ambassadors. This re- 
duced to a minimum problems in bilateral relations. 
Mozambique appointed Valeriano Ferrao, its first am- 
bassador to tie United States, through a presidential de- 
cree issued in September 1983. The distinguished am- 
bassador presented his credentials to President Ronald 
Reagan in January 1984. In turn, the United States ap- 
pointed Peter J. de Vos as its ambassador to Mozam- 
bique. He presented his credentials to President Samora 
Machel on 4 November 1983. 


Following the signing of the Nkomati Accord, the "Con- 
structive Engagement” policy obtained one of its great- 
est successes. The United States had the opportunity to 
see the Mozambican leadership involved in an internal 
and regional peace process. Reagan himself recognized 
this in his condolence message to the Mozambican peo- 
ple: President Machel approached problems facing 
Mozambique aad southern Africa courageously, cor- 
rectly, and honestly. His determination to negotiate 
the Nkomati Accord serves as a model to all those 
who seek to bring peace in a turbulent region. 


Thus, contrary to the belief that Mozambique yielded to 
U.S. pressure, or the incongruous link between “Con- 
structive Engagement” and “Total Strategy;” Washing- 
ton's presence in the pre-Nkomati negotiation process 
opened new avenues in the Mozambican-U'S. relation- 
ship, which became more noteworthy toward the second 
half of 1980's. 
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Mozambique: Frelimo’s ‘Islamic Strategy’ 
Discussed 

MB0905200896 Maputo IMPARCIAL in Portuguese 
8 May 96 pl 


{Article by Migueis Lopes Jr.: “Frelimo’s Islamic Strat- 
egy Puts Chissano at a Crossroads’ 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Sudan and Indonesia are 
the most favored countries in the external segment of 
Frelimo’s (Mozambique Liberation Front) strategy to 
attract political and material support from the Islamic 
community. The strategy includes the “recovery” of 
Mozambique’s Muslim voters, a minority in religious 
terms — about 3.2 million followers — but dominan, 
from an economic and financial standpoint. At the on- 
set, the strategy counts on Joaquim Chissano as its 
“prophet,” but as it unfolded, he was put at a cross- 
roads — pressure from various quarters and conflicting 
interests. 


The External Segment — From Khartoum to Jakarta 


Our sources agree with the worries expressed by Chris- 
tian Organizations On missives sent to soaquim Chissano 
in April regarding “certain commitments” the Frelimo 
government has made to countries under “Islamic fun- 
damentalist influence.” Letters from the Episcopal Con- 
ference and the Mozambique Christian Council [CCM] 
were signed by leading figures in the Catholic hi- 
erarchy — namely, Cardinal Alexandre dos Santos 
and Bishop Manuel Vieira Pinto. Protestant signato- 
ries include Bishop Bernardino Mandlate and Reverends 
Manuel Chambo and Lucas Amosse. They spoke against 
the law establishing Islamic holidays, which was ap- 
proved on 4 May by a Frelimo majority of 126 votes. 
In addition to six abstentions, the Renamo [Mozambique 
National Resistance] and the Democratic Union benches 
cast 115 votes against. 


The church officials stated that “although Mozambuic ans 
reacted against” the bill, “the government has not taken 
such a stance seriously.” The fears raised in the letters 
are based on the fact that the ruling party is totally open 
to initiatives by Islamic countries to regain the influence 
they once enjoyed in Mozambique and southern Africa, 
and, in the case of Khartoum and Jakarta, to penetrate 
new markets. 


Seven months after being sworn in as an elected 
president, Chissano went to the Sudanese capital to 
mark the anniversary of the 30 June 1989 coup that 
brought General Ahmad al-Bashir to power. Al-Bashir's 
iron fist regime has imposed a bloodthirsty Islamic 
dictatorship in the Sudan, thus eternalizing the civil 
war against a Catholic majority in the country’s south. 
A Mozambican president standing next to the head of 
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a state of an internationally isolated and condemned 
regime caused widespread surprise. It should, however, 
be seen in the context of Frelimo’s strategy to “court” 
Islamic support. In the wake of the visit, which was 
justified as a “pragmatic” move amid donor disapproval 
of collaboration with a regime described by Amnesty 
International as the worst human rights violator, Foreign 
Minister Leonardo Simao went to Khartoum to follow 
up Chissano’s initiative. For the same purpose, Frelimo 
MP Ahmad Mogne went to Khartoum as well. In 
1995, Mogne secured the right for a worship corner for 
Muslim MP’s in the Parliament building, a privilege not 
enjoyed by MP’s of other denominations. 


The same could be said of the relations Mozambique 
has been strengthening with Indonesia, while disregard- 
ing Frelimo's so-called solidarity with East Timor, a 
territory invaded and occupied by dictator Suharto’s 
forces. Actually, diplomatic relations between Maputo 
and Jakarta were about to be established in 1993, a move 
thwarted by strong pressure from the Portuguese Gov- 
ernment and the EU. In any event, Indonesia has a rov- 
ing ambassador in Harare, his specific mission being to 
maintain and coordinate privileged links with Maputo. 


As for more open contacts with Islamic-oriented 
regimes, one could mention the exception that Mozam- 
bique is amid the chorus of international condemnation 
and appeals to boycotts and isolation of Nigeria's 
military dictatorship. The latter is regarded as a gang 
of outlaws and murderers that does not look at the 
methods used to sustain its illegitimate mandate. 
Perhaps influenced by the fact that the current Lagos 
regime uses the same methods it used during its recent 
one-party rule, Frelimo — unlike Nelson Mandela's 
ANC — offered a cordial reception to the Nigeria en- 
voy who came to Maputo, among other capitals, a few 
months ago to “explain” the “reasons” for the renewed 
executions and detentions that no one who disagrees 
with the reign of terror in force in that country can 
escape. At the time, Leonardo Simao even confessed 
his government's intention to “strengthen cooperation 
links” with the Nigerian regime. 


The roots of the Chissano party's selfish “surrender” to 
aid from Islamic circles, which in the past it persecuted 
domestically with the same resolve that it is now trying 
to regain them, date back to the intriguing joining of 
the Islamic Conference a few years ago. According to 
the Christina clergymen who wrote the letters to the 
president of the Republic, “no plausible explanation was 
given to the people” when the country joined the Islamic 
Conference. Analysts note that an would 
reveal the interest in developing “privileged links with 
Islamic states in general to profit economically, and to 
deprive Renamo of the support of countries such as 
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Saudi Arabia, gained at the start of the civil war when 
Muslims were a favorite target of religious persecution 
by Samora Machel's Frelimo.” 


The joining of the Commonwealth in late 1995. a move 
seen as an “aberration” by renowned poet Jose Craveir- 
inha, was aimed primarily at strengthening Frelimo's 
“flirtation” with the Islamic community in that it would 
facilitate contacts with the organization’s As‘an mem- 
bers — namely, Pakistan and Singapore. The aim is 
to amass funds needed to replenish the coffers of Fre- 
limo’s Elections Department at a time when it is be- 
coming even more difficult to have direct access to state 
funds. Moreover, Nelson Mandela has not yet stopped 
collecting dues from the favors rendered during the par- 
liamentary elections — the Mosagrius [Mozambique- 
South Africa Agricultural Development Company) is 
only the beginning. And the Brazilians from the "Vox 
Populi” political “marketing” [preceding word in Eng- 
lish) company already have sent a team to Maputo and 
appear to be as eager to charge as much for the local 
elections campaign as they did during the 1994 polls —- 
$10 million, according to reliable sources. 


The Domestic Segment — The Memory of Gulamo 
Nabi 


The haste with which Frelimo’s most backward faction 
has embarked on the “Islamic strategy” is explained by 
the party's fear of losing a large slice of power to Ren- 
amo during the local government elections, as well as by 
the attempt to politically annihilate any significant op- 
position, particularly Afonso Dhlakama’s party. In fact, 
a careful evaluation of the October [1994] parliamentary 
election results shows that the two parties basically won 
the same number of constituencies. Renamo scored best 
in the country’s richest and most populated provinces 
— Zambezia and Nampula — which also have a large 
Muslim influence, despite some inroads Frelimo made, 
particularly among businessmen of Indian origin who 
ran on the Frelimo ticket as independent candidates 
and who bankrolied the campaign, notably Ikbal Gafar, 
whose name was linked to the “Hashish Affair.” Gafar 
is the first candidate among Prelimo MP’s elected in the 
Nampula constituency. 


It is in this “competitive” context that the ruling 
party has embarked on what we could describe as the 
“domestic segment” of its Islamic strategy. According 
to Frelimo sources cited by the Portuguese weekly 
INDEPENDENTE, the strategy is aimed at the complete 
regaining of “Muslims trust” following the abuses 
against them after Mozambique became independent. 
That would include a “conciliatory attitude by President 
Chissano’s party.” 
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An immediate goal is the "recovery" of a number 
of influential Islamic MP’s from the Renamo bench, 
responsible for collecting significant contributions from 
their community in central and northern Mozambique 
to finance Afonso Dhlakama’s and his party's election 
campaign. Hence the draft law establishing Muslim 
rituals such as Ramadan and the pilgrimage to Mecca as 
holidays. The initiative formally came from "54 deputies 
from the three benches” whom Frelimo’s persuasion and 
enticement succeeded in bringing to its fold. 


But the readings of the bill in parliament were not 
smooth as MP’s shouted “have you forgotten Gulamo 
Nabi?!" Nabi was a leading Muslim businessman whom 
Machel ordered executed in 1979 [as published — 
execution carried out in April 1983] despite appeals 
from all parts of the world. He was charged with 
"economic sabotage” for unlawfully exporting prawns. 
The opposition MP’s who supported the draft law 
eventually distanced themselves from it. It was approved 
thanks only to the majority party's disciplined vote. 


In an attempt to nip in the bud the controversy and 
social division caused by that unprecedented move — 
there is no religious holiday in the country — in a 
State described as secular, Chissano met representatives 
from various churches on 12 March, asking them to 
discuss the issue with Muslims and reach a conclusion. 
The churchmen, however, rejected the idea, stressing 
in their letters, from which we have been quoting, that 
they did not feel “at all responsible to approach our 
Muslim brothers regarding the Islamic holidays, as Your 
Excellency has proposed, because they did not approach 
us, but the Assembly of the Republic.” 


The Catholic Church also rejected the official claim 
that 25 December is a religious holiday, reminding the 
government that it had been the very Frelimo regime 
that transformed the date into "Family Day” shortly after 
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independence. The church said it was unnecessary to 
institute a holiday on Good Friday because it feels it 
is enough to grant a day off to Catholics that day, a 
practice the church stated should be applied to Muslim 
dates or to any other significant denomination in the 
country. 


Of the various Muslim organizations in the country, the 
Mohammedan Community, meanwhile, counterattacked 
last week, using Chissano’s significant presence at the 
Idul-adha celebrations in the Isic of Mozambique. In a 
communique, the Mohammedan Community urged the 
president of the Republic not to pay attention to a church 
described as a loyal ally of Portuguese colo ialism. 


Other influential Islamic organizations, like the Islamic 
Congres , the Muslim Assembly, and Islamic Solidarity, 
all led by Mozambicans of Indian origin (5 percent 
of the country’s Muslims) have remained silent so far. 
According to ihe letters from the Episcopal Conference 
and the CCM, “there was no consensus among official 
Islamic leaders” regarding the so-called ldul's Law.” 


With about a month to either ratify or return the bill to 
parliament, in which case a (two-thirds majority would 
be required to approve it, Joaquim Chissano will face 
pressure from civil society and churches, as well as the 
resolve of his party's hardliners. On other controversial 
issues, like the widespread condemnation of Minister 
Manuel Antonio's performance, the hardliners turned a 
deaf ear on the many voices that did not represent their 
interests. 


Regardless, the president's final decision will serve to 
gauge the maneuvering room he effectively enjoys in 
a Frelimo with increasingly opposing and conflicting 
trends in its midst, a party that is only united around 
the will to retain exclusive power and the benefits that 
it entails. 
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Ghana 


Ghana: Rawlings Receives Aid Official, Concerned 
About Liberia 


AB! 505201096 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1800 GMT 15 May 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) The president, Flight Lieu- 
tenant Rawlings, has said that Ghana has a natural obli- 
gation to help Liberia overcome its problems but with 
all the efforts being put in, peace has eluded that coun- 
try. He said it takes a lot to have the capacity to re- 
main gracious in such trying moments, adding that the 
situation has reached a point where nothing seems to 
make sense any more. President Rawlings was speak- 
ing at the Castle, Osu, today when the founder of the 
Together for Peace Foundation, an international NGO 
{Non-Governmental Organization] based in Italy, Mrs. 
Mariapa Fansani, called on him for the second time in 
a month. 


The president said such charitable organizations should 
impress upon their governments the need to intervene 
when conflicts occur in order to help solve the problem 
before things get out of hand. President Rawlings 
expressed concern about Liberia becoming a ghost 
country because the people deserted the rural areas 
for Monrovia which was a safe haven. He expressed 
fears that if the chaos continues the faction leaders will 
have to rule over themselves in the future. He said the 
social cost of maintaining refugees in Accra is very high 
and expressed appreciation to organizations which have 
lived up to their promises to provide assistance. 


Mrs. Fansani said her organization recognizes the pres- 
sure on Ghana and has, therefore, organized a ship-load 
of relief items for the refugees. She will also explore 
other ways through which Italy can be of help to Ghana. 


Ghana: Opposition Comments on Handling of 
Liberian Refugees 

AB! 505230096 London BBC World Service 

in English 1705 GMT 15 May 9 


{From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Well, even if Monrovia cit- 
izens do get onto boats, it is very much a case of the 
devil and the deep blue sea, especially if they end up on 
board a leaky freighter like the Nigerian Bulk Challenge. 
Nobody wants you when you are down and out. Ivory 
Coast (Cote d'Ivoire] passed up on a ship docking for 
long, and for days it kept berthing and sailing again at 
the Ghanaian port of Takoradi while hunger, thirst, and 
disease hung over the 3.000 passengers. Ghana, as chair 
of BCOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
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States} and a part of the ECOMOG [Economic Com- 
munity of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring 
Group] peacekeeping force, was under intense interna- 
tional scrutiny over the matter and eventually ii let the 
refugees ashore where they are now being encamped. 
Watching it all, no doubt, critical for the slightest slip 
has been the Ghanaian opposition. On the line to Accra, 
Mary Harper asked Jake Obitsebi-Lamptey of the NPP 
(New Patriotic Party] how they say the government's 
handling of the Bulk Challenge dilemma. 


(Begin recording] [Obitsebi-Lamptey] We know and un- 
derstand the government's concerns about the possibil- 
ity that there were armed rebels on that boat. We also 
know their concerns about some of the other people — 
some of them that might have been on that boat. We also 
understand their concerns about not wanting to encour- 
age the great flood of refugees from leaving Monrovia. 
However, we were not entirely happy about the lack of 
humanitarianism that could have been seen in the way 
that we treated these people after they had been at sea 
for all that length of time. 


{Harper} So, wasn't the problem really one of money? 
The Ghanaian Government did have plans to receive 
these people, but they needed guarantees that outside 
agencies, especially the UN would pay for the refugees. 


{Obitsebi-Lamptey] My understanding was that a num- 
ber of the people had said that they would help. So, | 
won't accept that it was just a question of money. There 
are other, bigger questions involved as well. If we are 
now asking them to go back to Monrovia, that was still 
not made safe, the impression given to the public to the 
outside world, and to other African is that it is not a 
very Ghanaian thing. 


(Harper) Your country has taken on a very big respon- 
sibility as far as trying to sort out the war in Liberia. 
Do you think that your government is doing the right 
thing? 


{Obitsebi-Lamptey] I believe that if the problem is going 
to be solved, it needs to be solved by getting a proper 
debate going — getting a proper solution worked out. 
The solutions that we are working on now are tinkering 
with solutions that had been shown to not work. Like 
in the Abuja Accord had been agreed, went in onto the 
ground and the result of it is there for all of us to see. 
So, to tinker with the Abuja Accord will probably not 
yield any real dividend. [end recording] 
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AB 1305224396 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
2000 GMT 13 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] (passage omitted) Alhaji 
Koromah said the transitional government will an- 
nounce a unilateral cease-fire, make appeals to those 
who have arms to lay them down, and form a task 
force to monitor it in order to help return Monrovia 
to a safe haven. He added that the Liberian crisis is an 
African problem and a challenge to West Africa, declar- 
ing that a withdrawal of ECOMOG [Economic Com- 
munity of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring 
Group] troops at this time would only make Africa's 
enemies happy. 


Ghana: SPECTATOR Newspaper Comments on 
Liberian Conflict 


AB1205202396 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1300 GMT 12 May 96 


(From the “Weeklies” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The weekly SPECTATOR 
comments on the almost intractable violence that has 
engulfed Liberia. It is so disheartening, says the paper, 
that the crisis has proved so immune to reason and per- 
sists in spite of the great effort made in solving it. The 
paper laments that today everybody is tired of Liberia. 
It says that people are now saying that it is meaning- 
less to retain BCOMOG [Economic Community of West 
African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] in that 
country when there is no peace to monitor and soldiers 
are losing their lives in the cross fire of a senseless 
conflict. The SPECTATOR points out that ECOWAS 
{Economic Community of West African States) chair- 
man, President Rawlings, has done his best including 
even begging the warring factions to bury their differ- 
ences and the hatchet. 


According to the paper, some Liberians believe the 
conflict will never end because of power struggle and 
for the fact that the factions are too many to reconcile. 


The SPECTATOR, however, believes that there is still 
a way out. It hopes that latest efforts being made to 
resolve the perennial conflict would finally bring peace 
to Liberia. The country, it says, desperately needs peace. 
The SPECTATOR urges President Rawlings not to rest 
on his oars in getting peace to Liberia a any cost 
because he is not doing for himself or for Ghana, but 


for humanity. 
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Liberia 


Liberia: Monrovia ‘Largely Quiet’; Sporadic 
Gunshots Heard 

AB1505183596 London BBC World Service 

in English 1505 GMT 15 May 96 


(From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] In spite of cease-fires, inter- 
national meetings, threats, and warnings, not a day has 
passed in Monrovia since 6 April when there has not 
been fighting between the Krahn fighters supporting 
Roosevelt Johnson and militias of Charles Taylor and 
Alhaji Koromah. There was another outbreak of fierce 
conflict in the city yesterday. On the line to Monrovia, 
Elizabeth Ohene asked journalist Anthony Morland of 
the FRENCH NEWS AGENCY what the situation was 
today: 


(Begin recording} [Morland] It’s been largely quiet but 
there have been sporadic gunshots in the air. Of course, 
it’s always difficult to tell where these are coming from. 
Early this morning, there was considerable movement 
of what looked like NPFL [National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia] troops going through Mamba Point into the city 
center. At least, six cars and pickup trucks jammed with 
fighters were heading into the town which might have 
led one to believe that a major offensive was underway 
but that wasn't the case. It was just some sporadic 
gunfire both in town and in the area, the bridges linking 
it to Bushrod Island. 


[Ohene}] And you yourself, you've been out and about 
today, you went as far as the port. What is happening 
there? 


(Morland) The port is pretty calm, the gates are still 
closed to most of the general public with troops of ECO- 
MOG [Economic Community of West African States 
Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] and other authorities 
making sure people stay away. One of the ECOMOG 
authorities said: I want these people out. And I said: 
How will you get them out? He said: l will flog them. 
And I said: what is the problem? He said: They are 
coming in and they cause problems. They are start- 
ing with the reference to the looting last week on the 
WFP [World Food Program] warehouse which got a 
bit messy. But otherwise, | do know that there are a 
few thousand people there, which sounds a lot, but it’s 
a huge area and so it isn’t crowded as such. Many of 
them living there as displaced people, others are there 
trying to make money by trading whenever they can, 
and others there are trying to leave whenever a ship is 
available. But, that’s hard to ascertain how many fall 
into each category. 
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(Ohene] But are there any ships still in the port that 
might possibly take people away? 
(Morland) Yeah, there is one which is a Russian 


freighter called the (?Zola Titzar), which means the 
Golden Nugget, which has been there for sometime. 
Some people have been there for a couple of weeks 
waiting for it to leave. It had engine problems before 
which forced it to come back. The captain said it is 
going to go today but it seems he'd said this quite often 
in the past. People on the boat are hoping that if it does 


off, the Ghanaian authorities will allow it to land. 
this remains to be seen. It is also not too clear 
whether (it) will leave today. 


(Ohene) Is there any sign of ECOMOG troops in town? 
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Niger: Draft Constitution Adopted With 92.26 
Percent of Vote 


AB! 305223696 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 13 May 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) The vote counting after yester- 
day's constitutional referendum continued at the Palais 
des Sports in Niamey this afternoon. According to provi- 
sional partial results announced by Mainassara Medadji, 
chairman of the National Electoral Com- 
mission (CENT) at 1746 [1646 GMT], the draft consti- 
tution has been adopted with more than 92 percent of 
the votes cast. Let us listen to the CENI chairman: 


(Begin Medadji recording) At 1745, we received the 
following results: Out of the 57 constituencies, we 
received results from $3 which comprise 4,343 polling 
stations out of which only 4,339 were operational. A 
total of 3,879,767 voters were registered in those polling 
stations, and 1,346,523 of them actually voted. The 
number of blank ballot papers or invalid votes is 21,243, 
while that of valid votes is 1,327,283, which shows 
& participation rate is 34.76 percent. Out of the total 
number of valid votes, we have 1,224,395 votes for, 
that is 92.25 percent, and 32,886 against, that is 7.75 
percent. As l said, there are four constituencies which 
have not sent us their results. Out of those four and 

the Zinder Prefecture, we are still awaiting 
the results of the Miria District. According to the latest 
information that reached us, the results are now with 
the Zinder regional commission and are only waiting 
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to be validated. Concerning the Agadez Prefecture, we 
have not received the results of Arlit yet. In the Diffa 
Prefecture, it the locality of Ninguimi that has not yet 
sent us its results. In the Tillabery Prefecture, it is only 
(words indistinct] that has not yet sent us its results, 
and Mena is a polling station located in the Abalak 
Subdistrict, north of Filingue. That is how the situation 
stands at 1746. [end recording) 


The provisional general results have just reached us. 
According to them, the yes vote is said to have won 
by 92.26 percent as against 7.74 percent of no vote 
with a participation rate of 35.09 percent. The number 
of polling stations is 4,642, while that of the polling 
stations, whose results are received by the CENI, 
is 4,631. The total number of registered voters is 
4,177,281, while the number of voters is 1,465,857 with 
23,255 blank ballot papers or invalid votes. The number 
of valid votes is 1,442,702. 


Niger: Military Officers Meet, Promote Mainassara 
to Rank of General 


AB1405220196 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 14 May 96 


(Communique issued by the Niger Armed Forces in 
Niamey on 14 May; read by unidentified officer — 
recorded) 


(FBIS Translated Text] The Niger Armed Forces, fol- 
lowing a meeting of its officers today, have decided 
to promote Colonel Ibrahim Barre Mainassara (head 
of state and chairman of the ruling National Salvation 
Council] to the rank of Brigadier General. The decision 
was prompted by the fact that al! the officers have rec- 
ognized in him a number of qualities — dynamism, hon- 
esty, and patriotism — which make this brilliant officer 
a great military leader. Thanks to the above-mentioned 
qualities, he was able to decide and successfully carry 
out the 27 January historic coup, an event which spared 
our country, Niger, the serious dangers looming on the 
horizon at that time. 


Nigeria 
Nigeria: Mimister Urges Understanding From G-7 
Countries 


AB1405225096 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 14 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The minister of state for for- 
eign affairs, Alhaji Idrissu Alhasan Kpaki, has ap- 
pealed to the Group of Seven (G-7] countries to see 
the Abacha-led administration as a rescuc government 
aimed at instilling lasting democracy. He made the ap- 
peal in Abuja, while receiving the Japanese ambassador 
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LD1505 133096 Paris Radio France International 
in French 0730 GMT 15 May 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) In Nigeria, the Movement for 
the Survival of the Ogoni People, MOSOP, took its 
time before responding to the latest proposals of the 
Shell Oil company, made a week ago. These proposals 
can be summed up as follows: cleaning oil leakages 
and education and health aid programs, in exchange for 
a resumption of the company's activities in the Ogoni 
region in total safety. 


MOSOP has had a mixed reaction. In other words, it is 
skeptical. Antieri Ndwe, one of the movement's spokes- 
nea, spoke to John McGuire. Christophe Boisbouvier 
is the interpreter: 


[Begin Ndwe recording in English fading into French 
translation) We do not see anything new or serious in the 
proposal put forward by Sheil. It is just publicity before 
the company's annual meeting in London today. Sheil 
wants to improve its inernational image. Five years ago, 
MOSOP, the Movement for the Survival of the Ogoni 


WEST AFRICA 25 


People, made a proposal to Shell for a convenuon for 
the protection of the rights of the Ogoni people. Shell 
would have none of it. Today, we are still prepared to 
negotiate with Shell to resolve the impasse in Ogoni. 
{end recording) 


Nigeria: Increase Reported in ‘External Resources’ 


AB1505102396 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 15 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Nigeria's external resources 
stood at 38.5 billion naira in January this year. This 
shows an increase of about 2 billion naira compared 
to the 36-billion-naira figure in the preceding month. 
A Central Bank report released in Lagos says that 
gross assets closed at more than 19 million naira, while 
federal government securities and balances stood at 38.5 
billion naira. Total deposits by the federal and state 
governments were 93.9 billion naira. 


Nigeria: Six Northern States To Intensify 
Military-Police Patrol 


AB1405213396 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 14 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} A combined military and 
police patrol is to be intensified in the northeastern 
zone of the country to rid the area of armed robbers 
and other criminals. The administrator of Jigawa State, 
Colonel Ibrahim Aliyu, disclosed this while declaring 
open a meeting of security chiefs from Jigawa, Bauchi, 
Borno, Yobe, Adamawa, and Taraba states in Dutse. 
He said that administrators of the states were concerned 
about the recent criminal activities which made life 
difficult for the citizens and people traveling in the zone. 
Col. Ibrahim Aliyu also charged officers to clean and 
remove all the bad eggs among their personnel who 
pass information to criminals in return for monetary 
rewards. The administrator also called for improvement 
in their methods of operations to match the increasing 
sophistication of criminals. 


Nigeria: Paper on ‘Large-Scale’ Military 
Retirements 


AB1505180096 Lagos THE GUARDIAN in English 
9 May 96 p |4 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} In one fell swoop, 14 Army 
generals and ranking officers were summarily retired 
last month. This followed closely in the wake of the 
removal of both Chiefs of Army and of the Air Force. 
The spate of removals has been extended to the Air 
Force and the Navy as many of their senior officers of 
the rank of one-star general have also been retired. 
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As a corollary, changes have been effected in divisional 
and other military commands and promotions have been 
made to fill positions created by the removals. To date, 
the Army has its third chief in less than 30 months and 
the Air Force and the Navy each has its second in as 
many months. 


Appointments, promotions and postings in the armed 
forces should, essentially, be a military affair. But given 
the high political visibility of the Nigerian military since 
1966 when it first seized government, the military is 
no longer an island of its own, and there is no doubt 
that military dispositions have become a matter of keen 
interest within and outside the armed forces. And large- 
scale retirements of generals and senior officers such 
as the ones in question in peace time cannot but raise 


eyebrows. 


Lite wonder then that the military high command 
made a spirited effort to calm anxieties generated by 
the events. The Chief of Defence Staff, Major-General 
Abdulsalam Abubakar, said that the exercise formed 
part of the reorganisation in the armed forces which was 
“a continuous process", noting that the retirements were 
in compliance with the "run our dates" and attainment 
of certain age or rank by the officers. The Director of 
Defence Information, Brig-General Fred Chijuka, also 
justified the retirements. 


Nigeria's armed services, particularly the Army, became 
bloated during the 30-month civil war (1967-1970). The 
rapid expansion was occasioned by the exigencies of the 
war. At the end of the war, the country was saddled with 
more men under arms than it required. Successive post- 
war governments, all of them military save one, adopted, 
quite rightly, a policy of rationalising the size of the 
armed forces, having regard to the defence needs of 
the country and the capacity of the economy to support 
them. The overall objective was to have an army, a 
navy and an air force that are well-trained, adequately- 
equipped and motivated to perform their constitutional 
and professional roles. That the armed forces are still 
being massively purged in the name of reorganisation 
more than 25 years after the end of the civil war is 
itself an index of something fundamentally amiss with 
the nation. The military has been exposed tc politics 
since 1966 and has, therefore, been politicised. It has, 
to that ex cnt, also been deprofessionalised. 

All human organisations bear some attrition in their 
personnel. That is a natural order of occurrence. The 
attrition rate in the armed forces, given the age, is higher 
than normal. The armed forces boast a high proportion 
of highly trained manpower. Su mary retirement of a 
large number of military officers at relatively young age 
robs the nation of their training, experience and service. 
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In other words, the nation gets little return from the 
investment of scarce resources in their training. The 
exercise creates a pool of young retired officers ill- 
equipped for life outside the barracks. It depletes 
the stock of well-trained manpower and consequently, 
detracts from the quality of management and leadership 
in the armed forces. Such retirments also dim career 
prospects in the military profession as they breed 
insecurity, suspicion and instability. Opportunities are 
reduced for inter-cultural exchanges with peer officers 
of other lands which enrich military culture and make 
for exposure. With limited sanctions against our military 
by some foreign countries and the less than adeq),ate 
facilities for training at home, this is hardly the best 
lime to remove many experienced officers from service. 
In addition, a system that allows many officers to 
be promoted generals only to be wasted not long 
after, when they are just maturing, through involuntary 
retirement, is unhealthy for our nation. 


The armed forces are assets of our nation and a critical 
element of national power. And the more depoliticized 
they are the better able are they in fulfilling their 
traditional role. Nigeria can certainly do with and direly 
needs an apolitical military after the fashion of India 
with which we share a common military tradition. 
Professional pride, esteem and confidence must be 
restored in the Nigerian military uniform. To achieve 
this, the cycle of convulsive purges must be halted and 
only the natural rate of attrition should be allowed to 
take its course. Management in the armed forces and 
conduct of war have come a long way from a craft to 
become a science such that that only properly trained 
and experienced officers and men can cope with the 
demands of a modern military. 


Sierra Leone 


Sierra Leone: RUF Rebels Agree To ‘Final’ 
Cease-Fire 


ABI505141996 Paris AFP in English 
1416 GMT 15 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Abidjan, 15 May (AFP) — 
Sierra Leone's rebel Revolutionary United Front (RUF) 
has agreed to a “final ceasefire” and will give up 
its armed struggle against Freetown, the Ivory Coast 
Foreigii Minister Amara Essy said on Wednesday [15 
May]. 


report may contain copyrighted material. — 
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progress at the peace talks in Ivory Coast (Cote d'Ivoire] 
between the Sierra Leone Government and rebels of 
Foday Sankoh's RUF [Revolutionary United Front). On 
Moaday [13 May], the RUF announced that they had 
extended the cease-fire on the civil war indefinitely 
while 


Emmanuel Watani what has happened: 


(Begin recording) ([Watani) Well, according to Ivorian 
Foreign Minister Amara Essy, speaking to reporters this 
morning, he told us that the RUF — thus quoting Foday 
Sankoh — have ruled out the military options and that 
they are not going to shooi no gun again in Sierra Leone. 


{Lee} So, according to the RUF, the war in Sierra Leone 
is over? 


(Watani}) According to the RUF, the war in Sierra Leone 
is over. Now, what is left now is the political option, 
which is, negotiations and the minister, Amara Essy, 
told us that so far as he is concerned and so far the 
propositions sent to him by the RUF, there has been 


out 
{Lee} But did he give «ny details of what was in the 
accord because obviously for the RUF to give up the 
war, to give up the armed struggle, they must have been 
given some pretty wide-ranging concessions? 


[Watani) What he told us today was that more of the 
details about the propo: ils from both parties would be 
known laier on in the evening when he is going to be 
meet with both delegations to try to trash out, you know, 
and come out with a final joint communique but he made 
us understand that, in fact, the only aspect that may 
complicate the issue for n is how to see how they 
Can get the RUF into the government, that is, to try 

form a unity government which was proposed by 
RUF but he, however, told us that so far the talks 
groups’ recommendations 


to 
the 
are 
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[Lee] But even though the war has stopped ihese talks 
were continuing in Abidjan, they were not transferred 
to Freetown? 


(Watani)} For now, he didn’t make mention of that. After 
the press conference | asked him that question. He said, 
well, that will depend when they have signed the final 
communique or final accord and then they may propose 
to try to see how they can now transfer the talks to 
Freetown so that it will give more confidence to the 
Sierra Leoneans that everything is now settled. [end 
recording} 


Sterra Leone: RUF’s Sankoh Denies Agreeing To 
Final Cease-fire 


AB1505182096 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 15 May 96 


(From the “Focus on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] As you may have heard in our 
last program, Ivory Coast [Cote d'Ivoire} Foreign Min- 
ister Amara Essy has been painting a glowing picture 
of developments of the peace talks in Abidjan between 
the Sierra Leone Government and Foday Sankoh's RUF 
[Revolutionary United Front] rebels. On Monday [13 
May) there was agreement to extend the cease-fire in 
Sierra Leone indefinitely while the talks went on. To- 
day, it was said that the RUF had agreed to a final 
cease-fire, and according to the foreign minister, the 
RUF had turned its back once and for all on armed 
struggle. Well, Anna Burkley got in touch with Foday 
Sankoh and asked him if that was true. 


(Begin recording) [Sankoh] No, not a final cease-fire. 
The cease-fire has been extended to further notice, not 
final cease-fire please. 


(Burkley) The Ivorian foreign minister has actually said 
that Foday Sankoh has said that there will be a final 
cease-fire. Are you telling me that this is not the case? 
Have you changed your mind? 


{Sankoh] I am not changing mind. You ask him for him 
to rectify it. I am not changing my mind. I am saying 
that we agreed for extension of the cease-fire. It can 
be one month, two months, three months. Because we 
are negotiating, so there must be a peaceful atmosphere 
in Sierra Leone whereby our people will return to their 
chiefdoms, especially the paramount chiefs, displaced 
people, and also refugees in Guinea and Liberia should 
return. That is why we extended the cease-fire. 

{Burkley} Why do you think the Ivorian foreign minister 


said that you said that you have agreed to a final cease- 
fire? 
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{Sankoh) He never said so. He said we extended the 
cease-fire. 


{Burkley} We have him quoted here as saying that the 
RUF, you have agreed to a final cease-fire. 


{Sankoh] Oh please, ask him to confirm that. I don’t 
know anything about that and we never discussed that, 
he never said so, he never said that we agreed for a 
final cease-fire. He said a cease-fire has been extended, 


please. 


(Burkley) So, are you saying you will return to fighting 
if you don't get your own way? 


[Sankoh] No, we are not fighting. Military option is not 
the answer. We are talking about peace, how we can 
find ways and means to bring peace in Sierra Leone... 


(Burkley, interrupting) So why don’t you agree to a final 
cease-fire? 


[Sankoh} The government is not committed to the 
negotiation table. 


(Burkley) Are they there in Ivory Coast talking to you 
now? 
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(Sankoh) Yes, we are talking. We are talking, and we 
are committed to peace. 


(Burkley) But the Ivorian foreign minisier also quoted 


you as saying that you don’t share the same philosophi- 
cal approach to peace as the government of Tejan Kab- 
bah. What do you think he meant by that? 


(Sankoh) I never said so. The foreign minister never 
said so. We are talking. We are negotiating. 


(Burkley) Well, if you are negotiating, that involves 
compromise on both sides. How far are you prepared 
to compromise with the government? 


(Sankoh... chuckles) Ah well, that is... [pause] we are 
trying, we are trying to do so, but we are far apart yet. 


(Burkley) So what are you proposing? 


{Sankoh) You will know later on. I am not in a position 
to tell you anything at this moment. [end recording) 
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